Defense attorney says psychologist sunk slaying case.
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% WESTPALMBEACH — A Gff
between a psychologist and a de-
fense attorney.ended up sand-
bagyging the state’s first-degree
fnurder case against & schizo-
phrenic who stabbed hiz &year-
ald cousin 34 times with a kitchen
Enil‘e. -
+ On Friday, as the gallery
gasped over the defails of the
ctime, a judge allowed Jean Ricot
Laguerre, 21, to aPIead guilty to a
lesser charge of second-degree
murder and receive a

30-year
prison sentence for the death of .

Wilsou Laguerre. Under current
law, he would be released when
he is about 45 and deported back
to his native Haiti. ,

. 'The state zbandoned its plan
to seek the death
tnonth, and then decided to fore-
go prosecution of the first-degree
murder indictment. That hap-
pened afier Plantation psycholo-
gist John A Spencer’s testimony
was disallowed by a cireuit judge
last month. '

In court documents, Assistant
Public Defender Randall Berman
said Spencer made it a personal
crusade o back the state's argu-
ment and thwart his use of the
insanity defense.

“(The

lagt day.

psychologist) blew the case for (the proseculors).

They never would have offeved the plea and they never
would have wasved the death penalty.’

RANDALL BERWVIAN
Assistant Public Deferder

The attormey and Spencer
clashed over the use of an inter-
preter and the timeliness of the
psychologist's repori; Spencer
then citrged at him and said that
he and the state would win, Ber-
man wrote. The professionais
making mentalhealth evalua-
tions are supposed to be impar
tial, Berman said,

“He blew the case for (the
prosecutors),” Berman said Fri-
. "They never would have of-
fered the plea and they never
would have waived the death
penalty.” Co .

Two other mental health ex-
perts reported Laguerre was in-
sane at the time of the slaying.
But Spencer indicated he would
testify that Laguerre was sane
and went into 2 rage on May 15,
1998, at his cousin’s West Palin
Beach home when Wilson told
bim to turn down his music.

Prosecutor Andrew Slater

said pursuit of thi death penalty
was abandoned because of
Laguerre's well-documented
mental problems, but that the
plea came about because Spen-

‘cer's testmony was rejected,

“Obvivusly, that played a signifi-
cant role,” Slater said.

It's rare for the state attor-
ney’s office to buck off from a
previous decision to seek death,
said Mike Edmonson, spokes
man for State Aittorney Bamy
Kirscher.

" Circuit Judge Richard L. Oft-
edal never found Spencer did
anything wrong, but decided o
prechude his evaluation and testi-
mony because it might provide
grounds for an appeal, Spencer
on Friday denied that he was bi-
ased or made inappropriate com-

- menis.

"I’n;l:n a:iivml:a]l;e;?fgr my find-
ings,” he said. * iven re-
ports favorable for the dm {in

the past).”

Slater said a decigion to accept
a plea waz made because
Laguerre had a good chance of
being found not guilty by reason
of insanity. e defendant
jumped at the plea bargain when
his attorney toid him such a ver-
dict would probably keep him ina

- mental institludion for the rest on

This life.

Wilson's mother, Venal
Laguerre, consented to the ples,
but said it would-be toe emotion-
ally draining to show up in court.
The recitation of events led even
those unrelated to the case to
squirm in the full courtroom.

Laguerre had made lis way to
his cousin’s home after relatives
at his home in Palm Beach Gar-
dens complained he was being
disruptive and he was escorted
out of the city by police.

Wilson asked Laguerre to
tumm dewn his music. The 6foot,

i Laguerre chased the &
year-old through the living room
with a 1(-inch knife, then grabbed
him and pulled him into a bed-
room. An 1lyearold neighbor
heard Wilson trying to fend off his
cousin by saying, “I love you, |
love you.” When police arrived, a
bloody Laguerre confessed.
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